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PROGRAM  EXPERIENCES

First, please tell us about your experiences with Future of Cumberland County Agriculture.

A1 How did you first hear about the Future of Agriculture Program?  (Please check only one
box.)

Local newspaper
Newsletter
County Extension agent

Conservation District
Word of mouth

Extension/Other mailing

Other (describe)

Not sure

A2 Which of the following program activities did you participate in? (Please check all that
apply.)

Let's Talk meetings (November 2002)

Farm visits (January 2003)

Task Force meetings (January 2003)

Strategic Planning Retreat (March 2003)

Commencement (March 2003)
Not sure

A3 Which of the following groups did you participate in? (Please check all that apply.)

Leadership Team

Task Force

Volunteer Visitor Team

Action (Project) Team

A4 Think back to when you began the Future of Agriculture Program. What led you to
participate?  (Please check all boxes that apply.)

Concern for farming and agriculture in Cumberland County
Concern for the preservation of agricultural land
Concern for the preservation of the natural environment
Commitment to improving the quality of life in Cumberland County

Opportunity to meet new people
Other (please describe)

A5. Please estimate how many TOTAL hours you gave to the Future of Agriculture program, between
 November, 2002 and the Beginning of April, 2003.

A6. If you were unable to participate in all of the program activities and meetings, please indicate why.
(Please check all that apply.)

Family commitments
Work commitments
Conflicting social engagements
Too many program activities

Lost interest in program
Other reasons (please describe)
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PROGRAM  QUALITY

Next, please rate the quality of the Future of Agriculture Program based on your experiences this past year.

B1 Think about the Future of Ag program overall (task force meetings, Let's Talk sessions, volunteer
visitor trainings, the retreat, and commencement).  For each aspect of the program listed below,
please let us know what you think.  (Please fill in the circle for the response that best indicates how much
you agree or disagree with each statement.)

Strongly
Disagree Disagree Neutral

Strongly
Agree

Program objectives were clearly stated.

Meetings were organized to help you learn.

Meetings were organized to help you conduct your
projects.

The program had the right mix of people to accomplish
its objectives.
The program had an appropriate amount of support
from PSU Cooperative Extension.

B2 How likely are you to participate in any PSU Cooperative Extension program again?

Very unlikely

Somewhat unlikely

Unsure

Somewhat likely

Very likely

B3 Based on your experiences with the Future of Ag program, would you recommend that other
counties conduct a similar program?

Strongly recommend

Recommend

Unsure

Not recommend

Strongly advise against

B4. Please list three things you particularly liked about the Future of Ag program.

Agree
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B5. Please list three improvements you would make to the program.

YOUR ACTION TEAM INVOLVEMENT

Please let us know about your involvement in the action teams established at the Strategic Planning Retreat.

C1 Are you a member of an action team formed at the Strategic Planning Retreat in March 2003?
No - PLEASE SKIP TO QUESTION D1 ON PAGE4

Yes - PLEASE CONTINUE TO QUESTION C2 BELOW

C2 Which of the following action teams are you a member of?  (Select  all that apply.)

Agricultural Education

Farmland Preservation

Education of officials about development

Farmer co-operation/marketing

C3 About how many action team meetings have you attended?

Action team meetings

C4 What encouraged you to stay involved with the action team?  (Select all that apply.)

Continued interest in specific issues raised during program activities

Interest in maintaining contact with other program participants

Overall concern with agricultural development in Cumberland County

Desire to help farmers stay in business

Other (Describe):

C5 How well is your action team doing at the following tasks?  (Please fill in the circle for the appropriate
response that best indicates how much you agree or disagree with each statement.)

Strongly
Disagree Disagree Neutral

Strongly
Agree

has an agenda for most meetings.
has developed projects that will help us meet our
action team objectives.
has been able to involve the people we need to
pursue our projects.
has been able to resolve conflicts among action
team members.
has identified team members to do specific tasks for
our projects.

The Action Team...

has been able to gather the resources we need for our
projects.

Agree

0034460546



4

HOW YOU FEEL NOW/HOW YOU FELT THEN

D1 Overall, how optimistic are you about the future of farming in Cumberland County?

After Future of Ag... Before Future of Ag...

Very pessimistic
Pesimistic
Neutral
Optimistic
Very optimistic

Very pessimistic
Pesimistic
Neutral
Optimistic
Very optimistic

D2 Please indicate your level of understanding of the following issues BEFORE and AFTER participation
in the Future of Ag program by filling in the appropriate circle.

After Future of Ag... Before Future of Ag...

Very low knowledge
Low knowledge
Medium knowledge
High knowledge
Very high knowledge

Very low knowledge
Low knowledge
Medium knowledge
High knowledge
Very high knowledge

Knowledge of Cumberland County agriculture

Knowledge of Cumberland County people and businesses

After Future of Ag...

Very low knowledge
Low knowledge
Medium knowledge
High knowledge
Very high knowledge

Before Future of Ag...

Very low knowledge
Low knowledge
Medium knowledge
High knowledge
Very high knowledge

Understanding of the role agriculture plays in Cumberland County life

After Future of Ag...

Very low understanding
Low understanding
Medium understanding
High understanding
Very high understanding

Before Future of Ag...

Very low understanding
Low understanding
Medium understanding
High understanding
Very high understanding

Knowledge of surveys and their uses

After Future of Ag... Before Future of Ag...

Very low knowledge
Low knowledge
Medium knowledge
High knowledge
Very high knowledge

Very low knowledge
Low knowledge
Medium knowledge
High knowledge
Very high knowledge

For each of the following questions fill in the circle next to the phrase that best reflects what you think now AFTER
participating in the Future of Ag program, and then indicate how you felt BEFORE participating in the Future of Ag
program.

3032460547
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Knowledge of people who are different from you

After Future of Ag...

Very low knowledge

Low knowledge

Medium knowledge

High knowledge
Very high knowledge

Before Future of Ag...

Very low knowledge
Low knowledge
Medium knowledge
High knowledge
Very high knowledge

D3 Please indicate your levels of interest in the following areas BEFORE and AFTER participating in
the  program by filling in the appropriate circle.

After Future of Ag...

Very low interest
Low interest
Medium interest
High interest
Very high interest

Interest in Cumberland County agriculture

Before Future of Ag...

Very low interest
Low interest
Medium interest
High interest
Very high interest

Interest  in learning about local issues other than agriculture

After Future of Ag...

Very low interest
Low interest
Medium interest
High interest
Very high interest

Before Future of Ag...

Very low interest
Low interest
Medium interest
High interest
Very high interest

Interest in being involved in local decision-making

After Future of Ag...

Very low interest
Low interest
Medium interest
High interest
Very high interest

Before Future of Ag...

Very low interest
Low interest
Medium interest
High interest
Very high interest

D4 Please indicate your ability in the following areas BEFORE and AFTER taking part in the
program by filling in the appropriate circle.

Ability to identify the causes and consequences of a local problem

After Future of Ag... Before Future of Ag...

Very low ability
Low ability
Medium ability
High ability
Very high ability

Very low ability
Low ability
Medium ability
High ability
Very high ability

2905460545
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Ability to develop a plan to solve a local problem

After Future of Ag...

Very low ability
Low ability
Medium ability
High ability
Very high ability

Before Future of Ag...

Very low ability
Low ability
Medium ability
High ability
Very high ability

Ability to organize a group of people to work on a local issue

After Future of Ag...

Very low ability
Low ability
Medium ability
High ability
Very high ability

Before Future of Ag...

Very low ability
Low ability
Medium ability
High ability
Very high ability

D5 Indicate how likely you are to take part in the following activities related to agriculture in
Cumberland County by filling  in the appropriate circle.

Attend meetings about Cumberland County policies which affect agriculture
(zoning, noise ordinances, bonds, etc.)

After Future of Ag... Before Future of Ag...

Very unlikely
Unlikely
Somewhat likely
Likely
Very likely

Very unlikely
Unlikely
Somewhat likely
Likely
Very likely

Write to local and/or state representatives about policies that affect agriculture

After Future of Ag... Before Future of Ag...

Very unlikely
Unlikely
Somewhat likely
Likely
Very likely

Very unlikely
Unlikely
Somewhat likely
Likely
Very likely

Talk to community groups of which you are a member about Cumberland
County agriculture

After Future of Ag... Before Future of Ag...

Very unlikely
Unlikely
Somewhat likely
Likely
Very likely

Very unlikely
Unlikely
Somewhat likely
Likely
Very likely
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Testify at public meetings about policies which affect agriculture in
Cumberland County

After Future of Ag... Before Future of Ag...

Very unlikely
Unlikely
Somewhat likely
Likely
Very likely

Very unlikely
Unlikely
Somewhat likely
Likely
Very likely

Serve on a permanent county committee to examine local agricultural policies

After Future of Ag... Before Future of Ag...

Very unlikely
Unlikely
Somewhat likely
Likely
Very likely

Very unlikely
Unlikely
Somewhat likely
Likely
Very likely

Serve on a regional or state-wide committee to examine agricultural policies

After Future of Ag... Before Future of Ag...

Very unlikely
Unlikely
Somewhat likely
Likely
Very likely

Very unlikely
Unlikely
Somewhat likely
Likely
Very likely

D6 Indicate how likely you are to take part in the following actions related to community issues in
Cumberland County by filling in the appropriate circle.

Consider other people's viewpoints about local issues

After Future of Ag... Before Future of Ag...

Very unlikely
Unlikely
Somewhat likely
Likely
Very likely

Very unlikely
Unlikely
Somewhat likely
Likely
Very likely

Seek additional information to increase your understanding of local issues

After Future of Ag... Before Future of Ag...

Very unlikely
Unlikely
Somewhat likely
Likely
Very likely

Very unlikely
Unlikely
Somewhat likely
Likely
Very likely

0165460541
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D7 Please indicate your level of trust in the following groups BEFORE and AFTER taking part in the
program by filling in the circle that best reflects your level of trust.

Trust in other participants in the Future Agriculture Program

Trust in Cumberland County farmers

After Future of Ag... Before Future of Ag...

Very high trust
High trust
Medium trust
Low trust
Very low trust

Very high trust
High trust
Medium trust
Low trust
Very low trust

After Future of Ag... Before Future of Ag...

Very high trust
High trust
Medium trust
Low trust
Very low trust

Very high trust
High trust
Medium trust
Low trust
Very low trust

Trust in local government officials in Cumberland County

Trust in other residents of Cumberland County

After Future of Ag... Before Future of Ag...

Very high trust
High trust
Medium trust
Low trust
Very low trust

Very high trust
High trust
Medium trust
Low trust
Very low trust

After Future of Ag... Before Future of Ag...

Very high trust
High trust
Medium trust
Low trust
Very low trust

Very high trust
High trust
Medium trust
Low trust
Very low trust

D8 Listed below are a number of places to buy local foods and farm products.  Do you think your food
purchasing habits will change over the coming year as a result of participating in the Future of
Agriculture program?       (Fill in the circle that best reflects your response to each statement.)

Increase
Greatly

Increase
Some

No
Change

Decrease
Some

Decrease
Greatly

Local farmers market

Subscription farm or community supported
agriculture farm (CSA)
Directly from a farmer

Roadside stand
Pick-your-own farm

Local foods at a grocery store

0791460546
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D9 What do you think are the three biggest changes resulting from the Future of Agriculture program?

YOUR FARM EXPERIENCES

Please tell us about your experiences with agriculture, outside of your participation in the Future of Ag program.

E1 Were you raised on a farm?

Yes

No

E2 Do you currently live on a farm?

Yes

No

E2a Which agricultural commodity accounts for the greatest portion of your farm income?

Dairy Products

Livestock

Cash Grains

Fruits & Vegetables

Other (please specify):

>

(Please skip to E3)

E3 Do you have family members who are currently farming?

Yes

No

7466460542
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Strongly
Disagree Disagree Neutral

Strongly
Agree

provide income and employment for county residents.

support local businesses.
protect our watershed
provide open space and a scenic view.
pollute our environment through nutrient and pesticide
runoff.

Cumberland County farms...

give off unpleasant odors.

Agree

E4 How do you think farming affects the quality of life for people living in Cumberland County?
(Please fill in the circle to the response that best reflects how you feel about each statement.)

maintain a traditional quality of rural life.

restrict development of land.
decrease biodiversity.
maintain wildlife habitat.
provide locally-grown, fresh meat, fruit, and
vegetables.

E5 Please describe 3 changes you expect to occur in agriculture in Cumberland County over the
next 20 years.

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Please tell us about your interaction with your neighbors and involvement in Cumberland County affairs.

Increase
Greatly

Increase
Some

No
Change

Decrease
Some

Decrease
Greatly

Friends and neighbors

Elected officials or community leaders

Farmers
New residents (5 years or less)

Long-time residents

F1 Listed below are groups of people living in Cumberland County.  How, if at all, do you expect to change
the amount of time you spend socializing with these groups in the next year because of your participation
in the Future of Ag program?  (Please fill in the circle to the response that best applies to each statement.)

4434460544
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Increase
Greatly

Increase
Some

No
Change

Decrease
Some

Decrease
Greatly

Economic development organizations
(Chamber of Commerce)
Farm groups (Farm Bureau, Farmers
Union, Grange)

F2 How, if at all, do you think your involvement in the following groups will change over the next year
because of your participation in the Future of Ag program?    (Please fill in the circle to the response
that best applies to each statement.)

Natural resource groups (conservancies,
hunting/fishing groups, watershed groups
Church groups

Civic groups (Rotary Club, Kiwanis)

Athletic or recreation groups

School or education groups

Other (specify):

F3 Over the past five years, have you or your spouse held any of the following elected or appointed positions
in Cumberland County?  (Please select all that apply.)

Township Supervisor
County Commissioner
School Board member
Planning Commission member
Borough Council member
Other Elected Official (specify):
None of the above

F4 Listed below are a number of statements people have made about Cumberland County.   How do you feel
about  these statements?  (Please indicate your level of agreement with each statement by filling in the
appropriate  circle.)

Strongly
AgreeAgreeNeutralDisagree

Strongly
Disagree

Most everyone in Cumberland County is
allowed to contribute to local government
affairs if they want to.
When something needs to get done in
Cumberland County, the whole community
usually gets behind it.
Population growth and development in
Cumberland County is negatively impacting
local quality of life.
Community clubs and organizations work
toward what is best for all residents.
Newcomers do not care as much about
Cumberland County as long time residents
do.
The people and organizations of
Cumberland County are quick to respond
when problems arise.
Cumberland County is well organized for
solving its problems.

If you don't look out for yourself, no one
else in Cumberland County will.

7060460542
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Strongly
AgreeAgreeNeutralDisagree

Strongly
Disagree

Cumberland County is losing it rural
character.
Residents in Cumberland County are
receptive to new residents taking
leadership positions.

Cumberland County residents only
socialize with people they already know
well.
People in Cumberland County consider a
wide range of opinions when trying to solve
local problems.
Controversial issues bring out the best
qualities in Cumberland County residents.

Cumberland County residents are willing to
contribute both time and money to improve
the local quality of life.

ABOUT YOURSELF

The following questions are about you and will help us understand who participate in our programs.  All answers to
these questions are confidential and will only be used in statistical summaries.

G1 In what year were you born?

I was born in 19

G2 Are you:
Male

Female

G3 In which municipality do you live?  (Please select only one.)

Camp Hill Borough

Dickinson Township

Lemoyne

Lower Mifflin

Mt. Holly Springs

New Cumberland

North Newton

Shippensburg

Silver Spring

Southampton

Upper Mifflin

Carlisle Borough

Hampden Township

Lower Allen Township

Mechanicsburg

Monroe Township

Newvile

Pennsboro Township

Shippensburg Township

South Middleton

Upper Allen

Wormleysburg

Cook Township

Hopewell Township

Lower Frankford

Middlesex

Newburg

North Middleton

Penn Township

Shiremanstown

South Newton

Upper Frankford

West Pennsboro

1751460543
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G4 Have you lived in Cumberland County all of your life?

Yes

No

Skip to Question G5 below

G4a Where did you live immediately before moving to Cumberland County?

Adams County, PA

Dauphin County, PA

Franklin County, PA

Perry County, PA

York County, PA

Another county in PA (please specify):

Outside Pennsylvania (specify state):

G4b In what year did you move to Cumberland County? 19

>

G5 What is your present employment situation?

Employed or self-employed

Employed or self employed

Retired

Full-time homemaker

Student

Unemployed

full time

part time

Please describe your occupation:}

G6 What is the highest level of education you have completed?  (Please select only one.)

Less than high school

High school graduate or GED

Some post-high school education

Completed 2-year technical or associate degree

Completed 4-year college degree (B.A./B.S.)

Completed graduate or professional degree

G7 What was the total income of your household (before taxes) in 2003?
Less than $10,000

$10,000 to $24,999

$25,000 to $49,999

$50,000 to $74,999

$75,000 to $99,999

$100,000 to $149,999

$150,000 or more

G8 Would you like to receive a copy of the results of this survey when the report is available?
Yes, please send me a copy

No

20or

6270460544
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Using the space below, please write any additional comments you have about this survey or about
Cumberland County agriculture.   (Please print)

Thank you very much for your time and participation!  We appreciate your
thoughts.  Please put your completed survey in the enclosed postage-paid

envelope and place it in the mail.  Thanks again!!

1891460548


